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Abstract
Looking at the dry and arid landscape of the Peruvian Rio Grande de Nasca Region today; it is difficult to imagine
how people both past and present were able to flourish given the lack of water. Archaeological evidence,
however, demonstrates that the Nasca landscape was much more dynamic and unpredictable than
archaeologists working in this area have previously considered. | argue that prehispanic people living in this area
were able to take advantage of the more humid conditions caused by La Nifa, which local paleoenvironmental
reconstructions demonstrate occurred sometime during 800 BC — 650 AD and 1150 — 1450 AD. In this talk, | will
present evidence of relict runoff agricultural terraces found throughout the Rio Grande de Nasca Region,
specifically near the archaeological site of Uchuchuma, to demonstrate the resilience and opportunism employed
by prehispanic people living in a dynamic and unpredictable landscape.
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